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INTRODUCTION. 



The primary object of this little work, 
is to present to English readers a brief 
but truthful account of one of the most 
remarkable men of the age. A secondary 
object is to furnish such practical details 
as will be of service to those English ^^eye 
patients,^ who may desire to avail them- 
selves of his vast experience and super- 
lative skill. 

It does not appear that any account of 
the Hofrath, as Dr. de Leuw is locally 
called, has been printed in England, be- 
yond what occurs in a short page or two 

B 3 
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6 INTRODUCTION. 

of the " Lay of the Water Lily,** which 
was published last year. That pleasant 
little book mast have been extensively cir- 
culatedy as all the English patients at Gra- 
frath, last summer, seem to have read it, 
and, in many instances, to have been in- 
duced by it to payavisit to the celebrated 
oculist. But, as the Hofrath himself re- 
marked, ^^ Though all its statements are 
very kind, some of them are not at all 
accurate." It was inaccurate to describe 
Grafrath as his " native village ;" and rather 
worse than inaccurate (for it might be 
injurious), so to connect him with the 
ophthalmia of the French army in Egypt, 
as to leave the impression (which was 
actually made on the minds of several 
persons), that he is a man of very ad- 
vanced years. The fact is, that when the 
French army was in Egypt, in 1801 ? the 
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INTRODUCTION. 7 

Hofrath was but a child, and, conse- 
quently, instead of now being an octogena- 
rian, as was supposed, he is only a recent 
sexagenarian, possessing the vigour and 
acumen of a far younger man. Indeed, 
so singularly gifted, both as an adviser 
and an operator, is he, that any honest 
effort to make him more extensively 
known, is as much a duty as it is a 
charity. 

The present effort is favoured by pecu- 
liar circumstances. It will be conducted 
with solicitude to meet even the little 
inquiries of those who contemplate a 
journey to the Continent as an anxious 
affair. To such individuals, the minutest 
incidents are interesting, especially when 
they prepare them for manners and cus- 
toms to which they have been strangers. 

Considerations of delicacy towards 
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SI INTKODUCTION. 

justly eminent practitioners in England, 
whom the writer of these pages had con* 
suited, induce him to withhold his name 
from the title-page. But his publisher 
will be at liberty to give it to any indivi- 
dual who will give his or her name in 
return. To be of any service to a fellow- 
patient will yield him sincere gratifica- 
tion. 

Should the sale of this little work 
realise any profits, the Hofrath's poor-box 
will not be forgotten. 
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THE LOCALITY OF GRAFRATH, 



THE ROUTES TO IT. 



Grafrath, the residence of the Hofrath 
de Leuw, is a rather large and compact 
village of Bhenish Prussia. It is about 
three English miles from Solingen, six 
from Elberfeld, fifteen beyond Diisseldorf, 
and twenty-three, across the Rhine, from 
Cologne. 

The most direct route to it, for the 
English traveller, is from London or Dover 
to Ostend, and from thence by railway to 
Aix-la-Chapelle, and Diisseldorf. A new 
line between these last two places. has 
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10 THE PRUSSIAN OCULIST. 

been recently opened, which saves a con- 
siderable angle by not going on to 
Cologne. 

From Diisseldorf the route is direct, on 
the Elberfeld line of rail, to the Vohwinkel 
station, from whence, by a hilly road, the 
distance is about two miles. At this 
station Yehicles and drivers are generally 
in readiness to convey travellers to Gra- 
frath. But, as all the vehicles are roomy 
concerns, and drawn by two horses, a 
single person must expect to pay twenty- 
five groschen, or half-a-crown, for the ride. 

Should parties, however, instead of 
alighting at Aix-la-Chapelle for Diissel- 
dorf, prefer going on to Cologne, their 
way to Grafrath will then be to cross the 
Rhine to the Deutz station, hardly the 
distance of a mile, and proceed by train 
to Langenfeld, from whence a pair-horse 
carriage can be engaged to their destina- 
tion. The distance is twelve miles, for 
which about as many shillings will be 
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THE PRUSSIAN OCULIST. 11 

charged ; or they may proceed to Dussel- 
dorf, and from thence to Vohwinkel. 

Persons who dislike the sea, and crave 
the shortest passage across it, go, of 
course, from Dover to Calais, and proceed 
through Lille to Belgium. This toute, 
however, entails a much longer ride by 
railway, and two extra changes of car-* 
riage. 

To persons who do not mind a little 
sea-voyage, Antwerp is a convenient route; 
as the distance by railway is considerably 
shortened.^ It will be still more short- 
ened when the line to Diisseldorf direct 
is completed. Rotterdam is anjrthing but 
a desirable route. It is cheap and direct, 
but then it is fearfully tedious. It cannot 

* A trayeller^ by taking the Bavensboum from St. 
Catherine's Whar^ at mid-day, on any Thursday, may 
expect to be at Antwerp abont six o'clock on the follow* 
ing morning. By the train from thence at ten, or as may 
be, Diisseldorf can be easily reached in the eyening. 
The Prince yon Preussen, close to the station for Elber- 
feld, will be found conyenient, comfortable, and moderate. 
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12 THE PRUSSIAN OCULIST. 

well be accomplished under four nights ; 
while the soil up the Hhine is extremely 
dull and uninteresting. It is better as a 
homeward route. 

But, from whatever point Grafrath be 
reached, the visitor is^ advised to proceed 
at once to Flick's hotel, in an apartment 
of which the Hofrath receives patients. 
It is only troublesome to call at his pri- 
vate residence, as he declines seeing 
patients at it. 

On arriving at the hotel, the visitor 
will do well to send in a card, and, unless 
under circumstances of great urgency, to 
arrange for staying, at least, some inde- 
finite period. The Hofrath is sometimes 
so engaged as not to be able to see a new 
comer for a day or two. To write to him 
about a case is useless. He cannot at- 
tend to epistolary communications. It 
may, however, expedite an interview, if 
parties can, by a prepaid letter, apprise 
him of the time when they expect to be 
at Grafrath. 
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THE 

HOFBATffS PERSONAL HISTOEY. 



Frederic Herrmann de Leuw* was 
bora near Wesel on the Rhine, on the 
first of August, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-two. His 
family, it is thought, was originally 
Flemish, as his name is certainly not 
German. The Dutch, who hold him in 
the highest repute, claim him to them- 
selves, for his name, say they, is peculiar 
to Holland, and signifies " The Lion." 

* The Germans generally pronounce the name some- 
what as we should pronounce it if spelt Loive. Himself, 
and the educated classes, say Leuve. 

C 
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14 THE PRUSSIAN OCULIST. 

At an early age, his innate love for 
anatomical dissection discovered itself. 
When a mere boy, his greatest delight 
was to obtain any dead animal of the 
smaller sort, for the purpose of examining 
its structure. He proceeded thus till 
he took a singular fancy for dissecting 
eyes. Hence, when any game came in 
his way, he always extracted the eyes : 
and the butcher of the locality was fre- 
quently applied to for what the slaughter 
of an ox or a sheep would supply. 

This early development of taste de- 
termined his future course. At the usual 
age he became a medical pupil at Diis- 
seldorf. When a very young man he 
was forced, by the French conscription, 
to join the medical staflF of the Bona- 
partean army. At the battle of Leipsig, 
in 1813, he was taken prisoner: but, 
though in much danger, he was happily 
released, and soon after became an army 
surgeon in the Prussian service. While 
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thus employed, he took up his abode at 
Grafrath, where a considerable number of 
soldiers had their station. At that time, 
there was no medical man resident in 
the Tillage. As might be expected, many 
persons in it availed themselves of his 
skilful services, for he soon became 
known as "the clever young doctor." 
Among his patients were many "eye- 
sick," as the Germans say. About this 
time, also, a modification of the Egyptian 
ophthalmia, as imported by the French 
army, broke out among the ^Prussian 
troops. This circumstance gave a fresh 
impulse to his bias for ocular surgery. 
At length his success as a general prac- 
titioner, and the urbanity of. his man- 
ners, induced the whole neighbourhood 
to make handsome offers to him in order 
to secure his residence among them. 
Their money he declined; their hearts 
he .secured. 

After some years of desultory sojourn 
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at Grafrathy he at last settled down in 
it ; having been led (as he has been heard 
to say) "by the good providence of a 
good God" so to do. While the troops 
were still at Grafrath, and the ophthalmic 
malady was on. the spread in other quar- 
ters, he wrote and published his cele- 
brated treatise on the subject. The title 
of the work may be translated thus : — 
" On tjie Now Prevailing Contagions so- 
named Egyptian Ophthalmia.'*^* 

This work not only came under general 
notice, but attracted the attention of the 
Prussian court. It won for him the title 
of Hofrath (i. e. Court Counsellor), and of 
that class, too, which is the highest ever 
given on a first grant. 

Pursuing his researches in what had 
always been his favourite branch of the 
surgical art, and thronged by eye-patients 

* Ueber die jezt hemchende contagiose, sogenante 
^gyptiflche Augenkrankheit ; yon Dr. F. H. ]>■ Lsuw 
. 1823. 
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from numerous quarters, he at length re- 
linquished general practice, and became 
the earnest and devoted oculist. 

His skill was astonishing, his application 
was indefatigable, and his successes were 
great Exploding the errors of former 
systems, and thinking and examining for 
himself, and, what is more, caring nought 
for the praise or dispraise of other per- 
sons, he soon became the oracle of the 
rich and the friend of the poor, for all 
diseases of the eye. Though personally 
content with toiling and doing good in an 
obscure Tillage, his feune could not be 
confined within such narrow limits. It 
pervaded Germany, and brought back* to 
him, from its princes and potentates, 
many honourable distinctions. The late 
King of Hanover conferred upon him the 
highest title which is ever conferred upon 
a medical professor, viz., " Ober Me- 
niciNAL-RATH," or Superior Medical 
CoumeUar. From the King of Prussia 

c 3 
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18 THE PRUSSIAN OCULIST. 

he received, as before intimated, the dis- 
tinctive appellation of Hofrath, or Court 
Counsellor; by which title he is com- 
monly called at Grafrath and elsewhere. 
Suffice it to add that, besides being a 
doctor of medicine, he is, also, Command- 
er of the Royal Hanoverian Guelphic 
Order, and Knight of several other high 
Orders. The ornamental badges of some 
of these honours he generally wears about 
the upper part of his person. That which 
gives to these distinctions a peculiar in- 
terest, is the fact, that they are spontaneous 
bestowals for genuine merit. 

In person, the Hofrath is of the middle 
si£e, spare rather than stout ; well- formed, 
of light complexion, and active muscle. 
His aspect must satisfy every physiogno- 
mist. Any gentleman might covet it, and 
no lady would distrust it. His hair, 
though now quite silvery, does not make 
him appear older than he is. It seems 
always to have been curly, and is still 
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worn with a little elegant confusion. But, 
his eye ! — it is worthy of an oculist. 

Nominally, the Hofrath is a (so-called) 
Catholic ; but, if all Catholics were like 
him, there would be very litde Popery. 
He takes no part in the distinctive forms 
of the Roman Catholic religion; but reads 
his Bible and knows it. His four sons 
are Protestants. Many have been the 
patients, who, smarting under some keen 
operation, have heard from his lips the 
words of truthful comfort. Not unfre- 
quently, also, has a wholesome admonition 
from Holy Scripture been given by him 
to individuals, who have seemed to forget 
what ought always to be remembered. 
The following instance, may serve as an 
illustration : — A lady, in his consulting- 
room, said, somewhat lightly, ^^ I mean to 

go to D y to-morrow." " Madam," was 

the reply, ^^ a lady once said to me the 
very same thing that you say; but she 
never went out of this house. We ought 
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to say, * If the Lord will,' we will go to 
this or that place." » 

Attempts have frequently been made, 
by admiring friends, to draw the Hofrath 
away from a mere village, and to locate 
him in a large town or city. But he has 
invariably declined all such overtures, 
though backed by even royal or princely 
favour, and has uniformly expressed his 
resolve to end his practice where he began 
it. As a man of truly noble sympathies, 
he cares more about doing good than be- 
coming great. He believes that it best 
suits the poor, and those whose means are 
limited, for him to reside in a plain coun- 
try parish. 

The Hofrath is a remarkably abste- 
mious man. His hours, and habits also, 
are of that class which is most favourable 
to health. Indeed, were it not for his 
regularity and temperance, he must long 
ago have been incapacitated for such 
ceaseless application as marks his prac- 
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tice. For more than thirty years, he has 
scarcely taken a holiday. His only 
recreation is farming, which contrasts 
most beneficially with his professional 
confinement. He has two or three ex- 
cellent farms, ^ith a considerable average 
of woodland. The early mornings and 
the late evenings of the working months, 
find him healthfully engaged in agricul- 
tural pursuits. He generally, on these 
occasions, rides one of his excellent 
steeds ; for his army service made him a 
good horseman, and he possesses an 
Arabian stud, of which he is reasonably 
fond. 

These agricultural recreations are, in a 
secondary sense, the mainspring of his 
existence. For so wedded is he to 
professional work, that when, not long 
ago, he was suffering from atmospheric 
changes, and a little holiday was recom- 
mended to him, he calmly replied, " No, 
I cannot go out, for I cannot live without 
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work, it is second nature to me, and if I 
cease, I shall become torpid." 

It has, for many years, been customary 
to keep the Hofrath's birth-day, as a ge- 
neral holiday at Orafrath. Friends then 
assemble from all parts; and pastors, 
priests, and people of every class, unite 
in giving expression to sentiments and 
feelings, as affectionate and hearty as ever 
marked the natal day of any man. Gar- 
lands, banners, dinners, speeches, and all 
the usual manifestations of popular good- 
will distinguish the day, from its earliest 
to its latest hour. Many a tale might be 
told of the interesting occurrences of 
some of these days; and how happily 
recovered patients have travelled long 
distances in order to be present at the 
feast of gratitude and flow of soul. But, 
omitting any minute narration of these 
occurrences, suflice it to mention a novelty 
which marked the festal day of 1851. 
The young women of the village and 
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its vicinity, all appropriately dressed, 
formed a procession ; and being, with 
great decorum, conducted to the Hof- 
rath, presented him with a prettily 
woven wreath, and an address in elegant 
verse. The lines, besides being pub- 
lished in the local journals, were after- 
wards printed in a costly style for fram- 
ing and glazing. To render them the 
more choice, only fifty were struck off. 
A copy may be seen in the saloon of the 
Post Hot^l, at Grafrath. 

The following is a transcript from that 
copy : — 

De3i Hwelxh Obbb Mediziital RiXH xnn> 

HOFKATH ElTTEB, 

DR. DB LEUW, 

BEI 

Uberreichung eines Lorbeerkranzes am Gkburtstage^ 

den 1 Augast; 1851^ 

Yon Gi^firaths Jungfiaaen geweiht. 

Ana maimennonde ward dein lob gesungen, 
Aiu mannerheizen gllick dir zu gewunacht. 
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Oestatte, groner ant, nnd edler maim, 

Dass nun anch wir mit schiichtemheit es wagen 

An deinen heut'gen wiegenfest za sagen, 
Auch zarten jongfrauen bist-du werth nnd thener, 

Oott segne dich znr nenen lebensfeier. 

Qott friste hold dein leben nnd dein wirken, 

Er leite femer deine meisterhand, 
Br Bcharfe deinen blick, und riiste dich 

Da88 du. Ton Ihm geweiht, mit firohlichem gelingen 
Der angen licht noch tausenden mogst bringen ; 

Wie tansenden dn thatst ana alien landen 
Die heilung hier und sonne wiedei&nden. 

Wir haben hin und haben her gesonnen 
Wo wir ein zeichen fanden zart und fein, 

Das wohl yerkiinde was wir tief gefiihlt — 
Der dank, die ehrfurcht, und der wiinsche segen. 

Die wir fiir dich in unsere herzen hegen, 
Und haben dir nun diesen kranz gewunden 

Zum deokmal noch in spaten lebensstnnden. 

Wie einst in Hellas und anf Roma's fluren 
Der jungfrauen hand den lorbeerkranz em^hlt 

Damit zu zieren grosser manner haupt — 

So mochten wir dein silberhaar heut schmiicken 

Im ehrenkranz dich unter uns erblicken, 
Bis spat, erst spat, umstrahlt von stemenkianze 

Du leuchten mo^st im ew'gen himmel^glanze. 
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A merely literal translation of these 
lines is here subjoined : — 

To THB SupE&ioB Medical Cottnbellob asj> 

GOUBT CotJNSSLLOB, 

DOCTOR DE LEUW, Khioht, 

On the Presentation of a Laurel Wreath, 

Dedicated by the Maidens of Qrafrath, on his 

birthday, August 1, 1851. 

Out of the mouths of men has thy praise been sung; 
Out of the hearts of men has happiness been desired for 

thee; 
Allow, great doctor, and noble man. 
That now we, also, with bashfulness, yentnre 
On this thy cradle-feast-day, to say 
That also to tender Maidens thou art valuable and dear — 
God bless to thee afresh, thy birthday's celebration I 

God preserve thy life pleasantly and thine efficiency ; 
Hay He lead on thy master-hand ; 
May He continue thy sharp sight, and prepare thee. 
That thou, consecrated by Him, mayest bring, with joyful 

success. 
Still to the eyes of thousands, the light ; 
As thou hatt to thousands of all lands 
Who did here healing and light again find. 

We have every way bethought ourselves 
Where we might find a token delicate and fine, 

D 
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Which might itself declare what we have deeply felt^ 
The gratitude, the respect, the wish of blessings^ 
Which we cherish in our hearts to thee ; 
And have entwined this wreath for theo 
As a memorial in thy later hours of life. 

As once in Hellas and the plains of Rome 
The hands of maidens selected the laurel wreath 
Wherewith to ornament the heads of great men, 
So would we thy silyer hair to day adorn : 
Until, long hence, ray-surrounded with a stany-crown, 
Thou shine full mighty in the everlasting splendour of 
heaven. 

But the first of August, last year, was 
the day of days among these celebrations. 
It was the completion of the Hofrath's 
sixtieth year. On that occasion hearts 
and hands seem to have combined in 
mighty impulse to do homage to the man, 
who, in hallowed simplicity, had been 
doing so much good to others. Never 
was such a day seen in Grafrath. Every 
house had its guests, and multitudes came 
from afar to join in the glowing demon- 
stration. Everything that affection, gra- 
titude, or admiration could do to testify 
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iheir sincerity, was fitly done. After a 
sumptuous banquet and many an harangue, 
the Hofrath, standing on the balcony of 
FlicFs Hotel, addressed the assembled 
throng. His remarks, as the author was 
told, were those of an individual who felt 
Iiimself to be but " a worm and no man," 
rather than one of the greatest of men, 
in all that constitutes real greatness. The 
public celebration of the day was con- 
cluded by a procession, formed with ex- 
cellent taste, to conduct the Hoirath, 
amidst a blaze of variegated lamps and 
torches, from the hotel to his home. 

As this was the grandest of all the cele- 
brations of the Hofrath's birth-day, so is 
it to be the last. Like a man who knows 
how to form a just estimate of such cele- 
brations, he is glad to fix their close. 
He has no vanity to gratify. Many a 
heart, he may be fully assured, earnestly 
desires for him all that he himself can 
desire, for the calmer and closing years 
of his valuable life. 
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HOFRATH'S PEOFESSIOML PEACTICE. 



It is an ancient remark, " Properly to 
describe the doings of a master, requires 
a master-hand/* For a non-professional 
individual to attempt a description of so 
great a professor as the Hofrath de Leuw, 
would be worse than arrogant, were more 
intended than a simple narration of such 
facts as are patent to every observer. 
The present attempt will be confined to 
such facts. Science is not pretended, 
and technicalities will be avoided. 

The Hofrath's reception-room, which 
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also is his surgery, is opened into by 
the first door on the right hand, after 
entering Flick's Hotel. English visitants 
must not expect to find it furnished after 
the fashion of the consulting-rooms of 
their own medical advisers. It is a plain 
but airy apartment, of about twenty feet 
square, with coloured walls, rush-bottomed 
chairs, and no carpet; on the walls, how- 
ever, are several choice engravings, and a 
nicely executed portrait of the Hofrath 
when a younger man. Among the en- 
gravings is a likeness of the late King of 
Hanover, presented by himself. The 
frame is surmounted by a representation 
of the Hanoverian crown. The Hofrath's 
seat is a small horse-hair sofa, with its 
back to th6 windows which face the road. 
In front of the sofa is a plain brown table, 
strewed with professional litter, and 
stained with the ink of many an invalu- 
able recipe. As a matter of course, the 
table contains that universal appendage 

Dd 
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to pen and ink, in Germany, a sand-box ; 
for no blotting-paper is ever met with, 
unless a few stray sheets which have 
found their way from England. But the 
glory of the Hofraih's table is his poor- 
box. Into this box most patients deposit 
some alms, which the Hofrath distributes, 
for the payment of medicines, to the 
poorest of his applicants. At one end of 
the sofa is an ablutionary apparatus ; as 
the Hofrath is delicately scrupulous in 
applying clean fingers to the eyes of 
every patient. 

In this unadorned apartment the great- 
est of oculists is engaged, as an operator 
or adviser, generally from nine in the 
morning till five in the afternoon (Sun- 
days always excepted), and frequently 
for an hour earlier and an hour later. 
Here patients, from almost every quarter 
of the civilised world, wait upon him. The 
representatives of ten or twelve different 
nations have not unfrequently sought his 
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advice in one day. Holland is said to 
furnish the largest quota of any one 
country; for, throughout it, the Hofrath 
is held in the highest estimation. It 
would startle incredulous ears to be told 
the number of patients who visit Grafrath 
every year. On one day in the last sum- 
mer three hundred were lodged withiQ 
its limits. About thirty English were in- 
cluded in that number. Varied as are 
the languages which meet the Hoirath's 
ear, they seldom puzzle him ; for, being 
a tolerable polyglott, he rarely fails of 
understanding his patients, or of being 
understood by them. English patients 
may be quite sure that they will be pa- 
tiently listened to and well understood. 
The best season of the year for them is 
the early spring or autumn. 

Though thousands visit the Hofrath, he 
visits only one patient, his Majesty the 
King of Hanover. About once in three 
months, or oftener if summoned, he waits 
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on the Royal patient, who, without doubt, 
entertains the highest opinion of him, 
and would gladly station him at his own 
court, were it not that the simplicities of 
GrSirath are more attractiTe and satisfac-^ 
tory to a really humane and noble mind. 
The distance from Grafrath to HanoTor 
is about a hundred and seventy miles, 
which the Hofrath always accomplishes 
in the shortest possible time, so as scarcely 
to be missed by his stated visitors. 

But the countenance of royalty, and 
the patronage of aristocracy, do not make 
up the brightest halo around the Hof- 
rath's celebrity. The unostentatious cha- 
racter of his pure philanthropy is the 
most brilliant of his excellences. His 
long continued and determined devotion 
to the poor, may have, occasionally, been 
equalled, but never has been surpassed. 
Each Tuesday and Thursday, throughout 
even the best months of the year, are set 
apart for poor patients and such as can 
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pay nothing: while portions of other 
days are given up to them. But it is 
during the darkness of winter that the 
moral beauty of the Hofrath's character 
shines out. Then it is that the greatest 
number of poor sufferers flock to him. 
Hundreds come then who cannot leave 
their occupations in the summer. It is 
well known that many such are sent 
from far distant localities, by the bounty 
of individuals, or the subscriptions of a 
parish. . But the Hofrath receives nothing 
from them. They have his best advice 
and his utmost skill, and often " some- 
thing more," without any fee but their 
simple thanks. Yes, the writer of these 
pages feels that it is worthy of being known 
in England, that this great and good 
man spends the whole of the winter of 
every year in quietly and gratuitously 
dispensing those first-rate professional 
aids which the wealthy are glad to pur- 
chase. Here^ in a retired village, where 
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there are' few to observe and fewer to ap- 
plaud, sits this genuine philanthropist, 
from sunrise to sunset, devoting his ener^ 
gies, and peiforming the most delicate 
and difficult operations on behalf of poor 
•strangers, and many of them foreigners.* 
When these facts respecting him become 
more generally known, surely the best 
wishes of every benevolent heart will be 
awakened for him ! 

It will be readily supposed, what is 
really the case, that every form and va- 
riety of disease to which the human eye 
is subject, comes under the Hofrath's 
cognizance. Desperate cases, as may be 
expected, are frequently brought to him. 
With these he is either kindly candid, or, 
if a ray of hope exists, prompt and inde- 

* There are houses in the Tillage wherein these poor 
creatures find a yery humble lodging. It is affecting, 
though interesting, to see companies of them coming up to 
the hotel, or going for a walk, and one indiyidual, who 
can see better than the rest, leading them on their waj. 
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fatigable. In such cases he has not been 
without a fair portion of splendid success. 
Indeed, as to patients of the desperate 
and difficult class, a visitor at Grafrath 
-will be sure to hear of singular operations 
and astonishing recoTeries. Some of 
those operations are said to be peculiar 
to his own practice. This is Tery likely 
to be a reality, because he has, for a 
length of years, been a careful student, a 
diligent anatomist, and a profound thinker. 
It would be easy to narrate instances of 
the strange or interesting which have 
come under the personal observation of 
the writer, but they are omitted, as 
^ book-making" is not his object." 

Trivial cases also, as all who know 
human nature will believe, are not un- 
frequently submitted to the Hofrath. 
Many " anxious''^ mammas have brought 
their daughters to him, and have speedily 
returned with some such wholesome ad- 
vice as this : ^' There is little or nothing 
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the matter; only the young lady must 
not sit up to read novels by candle-light ; 
or must not glare her eyes at midnight 
balls;* or not wear spectacles to look 
interesting !" 

It is universally remarked, that the 
Hofrath is particularly straightforward 
and candid, t He will tell at once what 
he thinks of a case, and honestly declare 
the probabilities in favour of it, or other- 
wise. He is said to have a noble con- 
tempt of tampering. Again and again 

* " Loyen of pleasure" are, at least, more rational in 
Gennany than in England. They keep better hours, and 
do not risk their health, or their servants' or neighbours' 
morals, by undue encroachment upon midnight. It is 
common for theatres and concerts to commence at six or 
half^past six in the eyening, and to end at nine, or soon 
after. The hours for balls, too, are more as they were in 
England half a century ago. They commence early, and 
are oyer before midnii^ht. 

f A Jewish gentleman once said to the author, " Br. 
de Leuw it a good man. He tell no lie. If he can do 
good, he say, Tes ; if he cannot, he say. No. He is not a 
money man." 
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has he been known to say to a wealthy 
applicant, " Can you bear to be told the 
truth ? Then, make yourself as contented 
as possible. God alone is your light. 
An operation may profit my purse, but 
it would not benefit your eyesight.'* 

As an operator, the Hofrath is popu- 
larly regarded as almost superhuman. 
Marvellous are the tales which, among 
the poor especially, his admirers tell. 
Sober and intelligent patients narrate his 
clever and extraordinary doings. Cer- 
tainly some of them are very surprising. 
But, by all parties, nothing is felt to be 
more remarkable than his exquisite ten- 
derness and perfect self-composure. Those 
who have experienced or witnessed some 
important operation describe his manner 
as " most beautifiil.'* In a word, possess- 
ing, in no ordinary degree, the "hand of a 
lady, the heart of a lion, and the eye of 
an eagle" ("the arm of a giant" is not 
wanted in ocular surgery) ; and uniting 

E 
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with them peculiar sweetness and delicacy 
of manner, he may honestly be regarded 
as a most accomplished operator, second 
to none, perhaps, in the world. In all 
great and critical cases, and almost always 
when operating on the poor, he is assisted 
by his son. Dr. de Leuw, who is resident 
as an ordinary physician in the village. 
The number of operations, of the more 
serious class, annually performed by the 
Hofrath, can hardly be stated. But, in 
cataract alone, the amount is very great. 
Many hundred cases occur every year, as 
on some days twenty and twenty-five 
operations take place. Of this fact the 
author is correctly informed. He has 
personally known twelve on one day, and 
might have known more, had he been, at 
the time, concerned to mark them. 

But one of the most remarkable things 
concerning this truly remarkable man, is 
his clear and vigorous memory. He seems 
never to forget a case, but always to retain 
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a vivid recollection of even its minudsB. 
Patients, who return to him after a lapse 
of time, almost as a matter of course, say, 
"Really, the Hofrath remembers every- 
thing about me, as though it were only 
yesterday that he saw me." 

I'he unguents, lotions, and spirituous 
embrocations, which the Hofrath pre- 
scribes, are strictly pharmaceutical,* and 
generally of the milder sort, as he eschews 
all rough and violent remedies. Because 
some of them are prepared according to a 

* Not sucli are some of the remedies prescribed by even 
the leading physicians of Frossia. Baw salt herring, 
pounded with stewed prunes^ for a fiuied mouth in inter- 
mittent fever; slices of raw ham for a hsemorrhagic lung 
patient ; hog's lard, in large quantities^ for a young lady 
suffering under gastric fever and symptoms of consumption; 
a bowl of sour thick milk for a bilious attack ; and a slice 
of raw bacon, applied externally, for a sore throat; or, 
what is a still more determined remedy for it, a number of 
fresh earth worms put in a linen bag, or the foot of a 
stocking, round the throat, and kept on all night; are some 
of the oddities of the medical profession, as the author 
certainly knows. 
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formula of his own, and therefore to be 
had only of the chemist at Grafrath, sple- 
netic individuals have insinuated that they 
are empirical. Nothing, however, can be 
more untrue than such an insinuation. 

The medical fee in Prussia is, of course, 
much smaller than in England. Half a 
thaler, or our eighteen-pence, is the cus- 
tomary charge to the native population, 
for a professional visit Indeed, twenty 
silver groschen, or two shillings, " is the 
highest sum allowed by the Prussian 
tariff, as a medicinal fee." * (Murray in 
loco.) In places of resort, visited by the 
English, the rate, it is understood, is con- 
ventionally higher. What the Hofrath 
receives from German patients has not 
been pried into; but English patients 
seem to understand that at least a thaler 
(three shillings) for each visit, is what 

* There is an eaception to tliis role. When the medical 
man is called up in the night he may charge a thaler, or 
three shillings. 
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should be paid to him. If the patient, 
however, is dismissed at a single visit, 
right feelings will diotate what else may 
be done. Should a patient be likely to 
pay a series of visits, the Hofrath almost 
invariably declines remuneration till the 
end of the series. Patients may act in 
the same way, or otherwise, with regard 
to the poor-box. 

For operations, it does not appear that 
the Hofrath has any settled fees. Of 
course they vary according to the nature 
of the case, and the circumstances of the 
patient As the Hofrath is anything but a 
money-making man, English patients may 
satisfy themselves that he will be satisfied 
with whatever their economy can bear, or 
their affluence may bestow. Nothing mean 
or mercenary enters into the composition 
of this excellent man. All his patients 
know that he is as generous as he is 
skilful. The following illustrative facts 
may be depended upon: — A lady of 

E 3 
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wealth, in France, was singularly affected 
in her eyes. An oculist of great celebrity 
urged an operation of no common charac- 
ter as the only chance of cure. For 
performing it, he demanded ten thou- 
sand Arancs. Surprised at the sum, the 
lady declined the proposal. The oculist 
speedily dropped his demand to one half. 
This awakened the lady's suspicion. She 
came to Grafrath, and told her case to 
the Hofrath. His prompt reply was — 
" No operation can possibly benefit you. 
The one proposed would be cTertain death. 
Keep your francs, and accept my best 
wishes." 

An Englishman of limited means, and 
labouring under cataract, found his way 
to Grafrath. On hearing from the Hof- 
rath that nothing but an operation could 
restore him, the poor fellow replied, " Then 
I am blind for life, for I have no money 
to pay for an operation." " Is that all ?" 
said the Hofrath -, " if so, come to me at 
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such an hour, and you shall be welcome 
to what I can do for you." The poor fel- 
low went, and the lapse of a few weeks 
found him a joyful and a grateful con- 
yalescent in his natiye land. 

The Hofrath is tolerably well acquainted 
with the names and talents of our London 
oculists. He entertained a great respect 
for the late Mr. Dalrymple, though he 
knew him, as he knows others, only by 
what he can gather from patients. " The 
mercury men," as he calls them, he heartily 
contemns ; because he finds that their in- 
fliction of that poison in chronic cases, 
either destroys all chance of recovery, or 
greatly mitigates it. One of his first 
questions to an English patient generally 
is, " Have you been taking mercury ? " 
He asks this, because he is rather given to 
joke about the commonness of that deadly 
drug in England, and rejoices in the ab- 
sence of it from his own practice. His 
contempt, as might be expected, is very 
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great in the caseof suelipractitionersas slip 
a guinea into their side-pocket, as though 
it were a penny-piece, and that for hardly 
a word of advice, or for the mere poking 
of a finger into the eye, and bluffly say^ 
ing, " Come again the day after to- 
morrows^ 

The Hofirath is no friend to alcoholic 
beverage. He seldom allows wine, and 
generally interdicts beer. The latter 
beverage he regards as a fruitful source of 
eye-disease. Spirits are strongly depre- 
cated, and acids almost as much. Rubbing 
or squeezing of the eyes, when irritable, 
is a point of caution with him. Exposure 
to strong lights, or strong vrinds, and 
reading or writing before a lamp or can- 
dle, and especially the washing of the 
face and eyes, immediately on rising from 
bed in the morning, are among the prohi- 
bitions which his patients commonly hear. 

Candour requires the mention of wha^ 
has been regarded as the great, and per- 
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haps the only defect in the Hofrath^s 
professional practice. His want of sys- 
tem in statedly seeing his patients, is 
universally complained o£ It must, there- 
fore, be confessed, that there is too much 
truth in the kindly written remark of 
" The Lay of the Water Lily : '* 
" Owing to the numbers that are in con- 
stant attendance, and the exceeding care 
that he bestows to each individual case, 
persons are sometimes kept in the ante- 
room for the whole day without being able 
to get a sight of him ; and, as there is 
some kind of incomprehensible arbitrary 
arrangement, if you do absent yourself for 
half-an-hour, it is most probable that, on 
coming back, you find that you have 
lost your turn, some one else having stept 
into the pool before you.*' 

The consequences of this uncertainty 
of being summoned, are suspense, incon- 
venience, and even irritation to many an 
anxious patient, and also to many an 
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atteodant friend. But for this uncertainly, 
these parties would go for a walk, or take 
some little excursion, for either health's 
sake, or to relieve the dull monotony of a 
retired hotel. Their suspense, however, 
deters them from forming any plans, and 
adds to the discomforts of their un-home- 
like sojourn. All sorts of surmises have 
been ventured, as to the reasons of the 
Hofrath for dealing thus with his patients. 
Some of those surmises are slanders on 
his kind-heartedness. The most likely 
reason is, the perplexity arising from great 
numbers of rich and poor, continually 
changing, with all the varieties of consul- 
tation and operation, and only one head 
to plan for the whole. Individuals there 
certainly are who feel that the Hofratb 
is most kind in seeing them at their own 
time, whenever he possibly can. Never- 
theless, if patients could be apprised as 
to what part of a day they would or would 
not be sent for, it, no doubt, would add 
greatly to their comfort 
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Occasionally, the Hofrath is annoyed 
at what, in Germany at least, is called 
English pride, 

A lady from among our aristocracy, 
excited his pity and " something more," 
by what appeared to him ridicnloas hau- 
teur. She was under consultation, and 
talking very pleasantly with the Hofrath, 
when, according to Grafrath custom, an- 
other lady, of less rank but not of less 
respectability, was ushered into the room. 
Instantly, the prior claimant to the Hof- 
ratVs advice ceased her pleasant conver- 
sation, gazed somewhat scornfully on the 
innocent intruder, and hurriedly left the 
room. Such things are grating to a truly 
generous mind, and are not calculated to 
exalt our national character in the estima- 
tion of foreigners. Indeed, it is a great 
pity, when any of us deviate so far from 
good sense, as not to accommodate our- 
selves to the harmless modes and feelings 
of the community in which we sojourn. 
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On another occasion, though he was him- 
self a little mistaken as to the motives of 
the individual, he nevertheless, expressed 
sentiments which all may ponder with 
advantage. A lady was ushered into his 
consulting room, and appeared to be 
offended with the presence of a poor girl 
in rather mean attire. This was not really 
the case, but the Hofrath thought it was. 
His remarks, however, were highly cha- 
racteristic of him. " Madam," said he, 
with grave politeness, " neither you nor 
I have anything to be proud of. Did not 
our good Saviour heal the poor as well as 
the rich ? What do T sit here for, but to 
attend to even the very poorest ? The eye- 
sight of this poor girl is her livelihood. 
Let us think nothing of her appearance." 

Happily, the Hofrath's misapprehen- 
sion was adjusted, and his remarks appre- 
ciated. 

But this department of these pages 
must not be closed without mention of 
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an individual who is a sort of Man Friday 
to the Hofrath. This individual, so well- 
known to all who visit Grafrath, is HeiT 
Schneider. He is a middle-aged, rather 
stout, and not very elegant-looking per- 
sonage. He assists the Hofrath in minor 
operations, summons parties for consul- 
tation, and waits on patients, in their 
respective apartments, when they require 
an extra hand for certain applications to 
their eyes. For any such services as these 
last-named, he, of course, expects a con- 
sideration. In fact, few patients who 
make any stay at Grafrath fail to give 
him some gratuity. The Dutch secure 
his prompt attentions by a guilder or two 
under the card which they send in by him 
to the Hofrath, or let him know that they 
have some excellent cigars in their car 
pet-bag. The English, however, who 
seldom like this sort of bribery, usually 
defer their compliment till the time of 
their departure. 
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On the right-hand side of the road from 
Vohwinkel, just before a bend of the 
road leading down to the little town, 
stands Flick's Hotel, otherwise named 
Gasthof zum Hof von Holland, out of 
compliment, it is said, to the many Dutch 
who visit it It is kept by Mr. George 
Flick and his sister, Miss Flick; the lat- 
ter of whom speaks, as she herself says, 
" a leede English ; " and will be found 
assiduous in promoting, as far as circum- 
stances allow, the comfort of her guests. 

The hotel is a modem structure, with 
no pretensions to elegance, but about as 
comfortable as, and far cleaner than, most 
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German hotels. The * bed-rooms have 
been recently renovated, and wear an in- 
viting aspect ; only, as the fashion of the 
country is, they all open from one to the 
other, and so seem, to the iminitiated, 
anything but private or secluded. As all 
the beds are single, there are, of course, 
two in some rooms. Like most German 
beds, they are mere cots or cribs, with- 
out curtains, at least in some rooms, and 
never too vnde or too long. But, the 
linen to them is always beautifully white, 
and the mattresses generally have springs. 
English feet must not expect more than a 
strip of carpet to stand on. As usual, 
the basins and ewers are diminutive, for 
ablution in Germany seems to be only 
a minute affair. There is, however, al- 
ways a good sized bottle of water. 

As there are no such apartments as 
private sitting-rooms in ordinary Ger- 
man hotels, almost every bed-room is 
furnished with a sofa and a table before 
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it, spread with a white napkin laid dia- 
gonally. This serves as a breakfast-table 
in many instances, though not often at 
Flick's Hotel, as, happily, smoking is not 
allowed in the saloon. 

The saloon is an oblong room, of no 
very large dimensions, but proportioned 
to the building. It is plainly furnished, 
and carpetless. Here meals are taken, 
and patients sit or pace, as occupation, 
taste, or expectation prompts them ; for 
here the hotel guests wait for the Hof- 
rath's summons to go down to him. 

Table d'h6te is served about two 
o'clock, and is generally ample, varied, 
and good ; at least according to German 
taste and style. The novice, however, 
must expect to encounter some odd com- 
binations, not so much of the warm and 
piquant kind, as of the sour, sweet, or 
greasy. Roast chickens and red currants, 
ducks and damsons, pork and pears, veal 
and prunes, or stewed apples or cran- 
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berries, are some of the singularities to 
be met with. Of veal, however, let the 
English eater beware, unless there is a 
fancy for calves of five or six days old ; 
such as the author has seen going to the 
slaughterhouse, when a butcher-boy has 
carried one under each arm, and pushed 
along a third with his foot. 

The guests take their seats, as the 
continental custom is, according to the 
priority of their arrival in the hotel. The 
head of the long table is the left-hand 
end on entering the saloon. But, for 
breakfast and tea, this headship is some- 
times transferred to the other end. Break- 
fast is spread from half-past seven to 
about nine o'clock, and consists of rolls 
and butter, tea or coffee, just as a person 
or party may order. Eggs, and meat, 
which is rarely seen, are charged as ex- 
tras. The hour for tea is generally seven 
o'clock. Each person or party, as at 
breakfast, is supplied separately with the 

F 3 
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requisite materials for the repast, a kettle 
of water being kept boiling by a spirit- 
lamp, on a side-table. Rusks, and a kind 
of light bread, are usually provided for 
the evening ; and, on Sundays, some slices 
of a delicious seed-cake. 

On the whole, an English visitor may, 
with a little contentment, exist tolerably 
well for a few weeks ; but privacy, deli- 
cacy, and freedom from evil odours, must 
not be expected here or in any ordinary 
German hotel. It seems to be the custom 
at Flick's for parties making any stay, to 
settle accounts once a week. The com- 
mon charge for a week's board and lodg- 
ing, including servants, but not wine, is 
about a guinea sterling, or a shilling or 
two more. 

The windows of the saloon, to which 
there is a commodious balcony, command 
a rather interesting though not very ex- 
tensive view. The eye embraces at a 
glance the village and its gable roofs in 
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the valley, with the Protestant church in 
the centre, the cemetery and the Solingen 
road rising beyond it ; and, on the left, 
mounted above all else, the Roman Catho- 
lic church. 

The road, which adjoins the precincts 
of the hotel, is busily plied with vehicles 
of various sorts. The ear of a stranger 
is not readily pleased with the almost 
constant cracking of every driver's whip. 
Though loud and sharp, the sound is 
scarcely heeded by the horses, as their 
drivers seem rather to crack at one another 
than at their cattle. 

Sleepers at the hotel must not be 
alarmed at something like a military 
trumpet at a late hour. It is only the 
usual flourish of the guard or driver of 
the Schnell post. A far pleasanter sound 
will be sure to meet the waking ear. It 
is the watchman's horn which notifies the 
passing hours. Two short and simple 
strains, the harmonies of a keyless horn 
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are used, one before midnight, the other 
after it. They are blown by the trusty 
Kohl, with a purity and sweetness of tone 
which is sure to interest a musical ear. 
The strains are these : — 
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The village of Grafrath occupies the 
middle and two sides of a narrow valley, 
which commences about half a mile above, 
and descends to a much greater distance 
below. As every part of it is built on a 
declivity, the streets, being also paved, 
are tolerably clean. The centre of the 
village is occupied by a sort of triangular 
space, which is entered by a narrow 
biforked road at the topmost comer. The 
airiness of this space is, no doubt, of 
great importance to the salubrity of the 
place, which contains not a few insalu- 
brious dwellings, but which are not half 
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SO bad in Grafrath as in most German 
villages.* In this open space, and in 
parts higher up, are tanks of excellent 
water, constantly supplied by a fresh 
stream pouring into them. The water 
comes from some pools above the village, 
which are fed by springs from the high 
ground on all sides. It would be an easy 
task for an engineer to carry this excel* 
lent water into even the topmost rooms of 
every house in the place. But no expe- 
dient beyond the water-bucket, with its 
usual contrivances for shoulder carriage, 
is known. 

The population of the parish is about 
sixteen hundred people, twelve hundred 

* The Prussian authorities seem to be strangely incon- 
sistent in their sanatory regulations. They will not allow 
a corpse to lie nnburied more than three days, eyen in 
winter ; but they sufier all sorts of abominable filth to ac- 
cumulate, in all weathers, close to inhabited houses. 
Some of the most pestiferous places imaginable are to be 
found in the villages and hamlets which crowd the culti- 
vated banks of the Bhine. 
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or more of whom reside in the village. 
Most of those in the country parts are 
Roman Catholics ; but the great majority 
of the yillagers themselves are Protest- 
ants, — ^not Lutherans, but members of the 
Eyangelical Reformed Church, as it is 
called, which in creed, worship, and dis- 
cipline, resembles the Church of Scot- 
land more than any other spiritual com- 
munity among ourselves. There are, 
however, certain points of difference be- 
tween the two Churches, which form a 
rather stringent line of demarcation. The 
Reformed Church delights in organs, uses 
a liturgical form (of rather short dimen- 
sions), and places two lighted candles on 
the communion table while the Lord's 
Supper is being administered, but only 
during that time. 

Grafrath boasts not of any remarkable 
buildings; but there are some respect- 
able-looking houses, and an adequate 
number of shops for most of the commo- 
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dities of life, though upon no very large 
scale. Among them is an optician's, and 
many a window in which will be seen 
painted pipes, presenting a portrait of the 
Hofrath, varying in price from eighteen- 
pence sterling to five and six shillings. 
A print of him may also be obtained. 

The Post House, which is said to be a 
good inn, is in the flat part of the village. 
Letters from England are delivered at 
nine o'clock in the morning, and may be 
posted for England till five in the after- 
noon. A letter to or from London is two 
nights on the road, or about forty hours. 
Not far from the Post House, on the op- 
posite side of the way, is the shop of the 
apotheke, or chemist and druggist,^ where 

* A dniggist in Fnusia cannot, as in England, open a 
shop at pleasure. He is restricted by a rule which allows 
only one such shop for every six thousand people. Vil- 
lages and districts are, therefore, numerically associated to 
form that amount. The shop is usually in the largest of 
them. The shop, also, of every druggist, is subject to a 
monthly inspection by the Medical Police. 



d by Google 



THE PRUSSIAN OCULIST. 61 

the Hofrath's patients have their prescrip- 
tions made up in the most satisfactory 
style. The business must be one of a 
flourishing character, as two predecessors 
of the present proprietor are said to have 
retired with ample fortunes since the date 
of the Hofrath's settlement in Grafrath. 
Every variety of case and package is kept 
for the safe carriage or transmission of 
medicine-bottles. The cost of most me- 
dicines is less than in England ; and pre- 
scriptions are charged, not at some round 
sum, as in England, but according to the 
retail value of each ingredient. Hence 
it is a frequent thing to pay for a bottle 
of eye-lotion an equivalent for pence and 
the fractions of a penny, even the verit- 
able " eleven pence three farthings," in- 
stead of a shilling. 

In the centre of the compact village, on 
the left-hand side descending, stands the 
Protestant church, with its bell-turret and 
clock, but without any pretensions to 
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architectural attraction. The pastor is 
Dr. Wieyenfeld, a learned and pious 
man, who speaks English very fairly, and 
has translated into German a few of the 
publications of the author of ^ The Sin- 
ner's Friend." Occasionally he gives 
German lessons to such English visitors 
as desire to make progress in their acqui- 
sition of the German language. Divine 
service i& always celebrated in his church 
on Simday morning, at ten o'clock, some- 
times, also, in the afternoon or evening ; 
and, at some seasons of the year, on 
Wednesday evening. English attendants 
may commend the earnestness of the 
preacher and the soundness of his doc- 
trine, supposing them to understand Ger- 
man, but they will witness nothing in the 
mode of worship likely to attract or ele- 
vate them, as English churchmen. Cer- 
tainly the universality of the singing will 
raise a wish for something like it in our 
own congregations ; but its stunning loud- 
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ness, its wearisome length, and fatiguing 
slowness, will induce anything but plea- 
surable sensations. 

The Rev. S. Tucker, British Chaplain 
at Diisseldorf, is laudably making trial of 
an early morning service in the Protestant 
church, by coming over in sufficient time 
for the purpose. Though the saloon of 
the hotel is occasionally used by such 
clergjrmen as may happen to have sight 
for a service ; yet the want of regularity, 
as well as the inconvenience occasioned 
to persons of other tongues, who may be 
staying in the bote], or even coming to it, 
render Mr. Tucker's attempt a most praise- 
worthy effort. 

The residence of the Ho&ath is a neat 
and comfortable looking house, on the 
right-hand side of the very extremity of 
the village, on the road to Solingen. 
Higher up, on the same side, is the 
village cemetery, which is used by the 
members of both the religious communi- 
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ties.* It is a rather interesting spot, but 
its gate is not left open. 

At the other end of the village, as ap- 
proached from Vohwinkel, stands the 
Boman Catholic church, in semi-Byzan- 
tine style, but with no remarkable features. 
Contiguous to it are the remains of a con- 
ventual edifice, which, after its confisca- 
tion, was used as a military depot. Many 
soldiers have, at times, been quartered 
in the present buildings ; but only a 
few are now lodged within its decaying 
apartments. 

The roads about Grafrath are generally 
hilly. Many of them are hardly passable 
in winter. The main road, though well 
stocked with barriers or turnpikes, is a 
wretched piece of workmanship. Made 

* This is usually the case in the mixed Tillages of the 
Rhine. But in some, which are entirely under the control 
of the Roman Catholic priesthood, the corpse of a Pro- 
testant stranger, as facts verify, will be refused a spot for 
burial. Instances, however, of quite an opposite temper 
have been known to occur. 



d by Google 



THE PRUSSIAN OCULIST. 65 

on a, bad principle, and mended on a 
worse, it is in dry weather all dust, and 
in moist weather all mud. Indeed, the 
latter commodity is, at times, so awfully 
tough and deep, that our English Jehus 
of the broad wheel would despair of even 
Herculean help to get up it and through 
it. Travellers on foot are often at their 
wits' end as to where they shall take their 
next step, without being up to their knees ; 
for a foot-path beside a road, whether in 
town or country, is a rare thing in Ger- 
many. In places of even the largest and 
most fashionable resort, delicate feet must 
tread the streets, with many intersectings 
of open gutters, just where cabmen drive 
and cattle walk. Nothing like our uni- 
form side pavement is known. 

The aspect of the country about Gra- 
frath is not unpretty. On the Vohwinkel 
side it resembles some of the open parts 
of Yorkshire. Expanded hills, dotted 
with patches of wood and coppice, and 

G 3 
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wide fields of varied cultivation, though 
without fences of any sort, make up the 
scene. 

Many a pretty, and even lovely walk, 
may be found, not far from Flick's. Hotel.* 
All, however, lie in nearly the same direc- 
tion, viz., up the hill towards Vohwinkel, 
and turning off on the right hand. The 
woods belonging to the Hofrath, or con- 
tiguous to his farms, and the pools which 
are called the Hofrath's lakes, furnish 
agreeable rambles in dry weather. Fur- 
ther on are hills and valleys, of even 
great beauty, by the course of the busy 
river Wiipper. A Utile local inquiry, how- 
ever, will be of more assistance in finding 
the choice spots, than any description in 
a work like this. 

* As Ghrafrath is a more decidedly Protestant village 
than the majority of the Rhenish villages, its roads and 
paths are not disfigured with the superstitious erections, 
crosses, crucifixes, shrines of doll-like Madonnas and other 
saints, which meet a traveller at every turn in Roman 
Catholic districts, and excite his indignant pity, if he has 
learned to estimate things by the only true standard. 
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If the visitor has but a day to spare, he 
may well devote it in taking a trip to 
Elberfeld. Access to it is easy, and the 
distance short. It is a large place, and 
will give an English observer a good idea 
of a purely German town, as it is but little 
frequented by the English. If friends 
walk through its streets together, they are 
advised to refrain from speaking English 
too audibly, as crowds of idle gazers or 
importunate suppliants are soon attracted. 

Pair-horsed droskies, or fiacres, may be 
had of several small proprietors for any 
distance ; but parties engaging them are 
recommended always to settle the price 
beforehand, by inquiring of the master of 
the hotel. Saddle-horses are not easily to 
be had; and no English lady will be wise 
in being seen on a side-saddle, even -if 
she can obtain one. It would be an as- 
tounding sight, and a signal for uproarious 
merriment. 

Private lodgings, such as, are common 
in England, are rarely to be met with in 
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Prussia, and certainly are not to be had 
in Qrafrath. In even the most frequented 
places, people will let rooms, but will not 
undertake cooking or more than general 
attendance. So at Orafrath, bed-rooms 
may be engaged out of the hotel,* but 
dinner, at least, must be had in it. Ger- 
man visitors may be accommodated with 
tolerable comfort, it is said, at the house 
of a widow lady, Frau Brass, on the 
nearer side of the residence of the apo- 
theke. Dr. de Leuw, a son of the Hof- 
xath, has recently undertaken to receive 
English visitors as hoarders into his spa- 
cious house; but any person residing out 
of the hotel is subject to great incon- 
venience when going to it and waiting at 
it for the Hofrath's summons. 
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As every patient vsrho visits Grafrath, 
must have a passport for the journey, a 
few words respecting that indispensable 
formality, may appropriately be added. 
For extended remarks concerning foreign 
passports, the reader is referred to Mur- 
ray's well known Hand Book for the 
Rhine. 

Temporary passports may be obtained 
instantly, or in the course of a few hours^ 
either in London or Dover. Unquestion- 
ably, however, a Foreign-OflSce passport 
is more "respectable" in itself, and is 
regarded with greater deference on the 
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Continent than any other. The cost of 
one is now considerably reduced ; and as 
it serves for an individual's life, it is ulti- 
mately more economi5al and less trouble- 
some. The author paid twenty-three 
shillings and sixpence for one after it 
was vise for France, Belgium, Holland, 
and Prussia, including agency fees. Par- 
ties not conversant with the business of 
such matters, are strongly recommended 
to apply personally, or by letter, to Mr. 
John Lee, Passport Agent, 440, West 
Strand, London, who will furnish the re- 
quisite information, and for a small and 
very reasonable fee, obtain the sort of 
passport which may be desired. 

On arriving at a French or Belgian 
port, the traveller, imless initiated, is re- 
commended to engage one of the many 
commissionaires who will flock to offer 
their services. They may be trusted. For 
a franc, or more, according to circum- 
stances, they will see to everything about 
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luggage, its inspection at the custom- 
house, passport, railway ticket, and any- 
thing else which may require attention. 

It is very desirable for luggage to be 
so packed and fastened, as easily to be 
opened and re-adjusted; because, when 
it is examined at any intermediate place^ 
Mouseron, Verviers, or Aix-la-Chapelle, 
the hurry and confusion are sometimes 
so great as to leave but little time for com- 
plex re-arrangements and securings, ere 
the train starts again. 

English gold and bank-notes are cur- 
rent everywhere on the Continent, but not 
English silver. For any rapid transit, 
sovereigns and half-sovereigns are the 
most convenient cash. But where any 
stay is made, sufficient for transacting 
exchange at any banker's, bank notes are 
far better than gold. Railway offices never 
allow more than the par amount for a 
sovereign, i. e., in France or Belgium 
twenty-five francs, and in Germany six 
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thalers and twenty groschen. Hotels will 
sometimes allow more, and tradesmen 
will, in summer and autumn, 'allow four 
or five additional groschen, provided there 
are no rumours of war. Murray's Hand 
Book contains all necessary information 
on these topics. The little yellow book of 
the General Steam Navigation Company 
office in Lombard Street, is a convenient 
manual, and may be had on application. 
But every traveller should make a point 
of possessing a copy of Bradshaw's Con- 
tinental Railway Guide for the current 
month. For short trips and principal 
places, it well nigh suffices instead of 
Murray's more costly book. 



LONDON : 
G. J. PALME&, 8AV0T 8TRSBT, STRAND. 
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